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Tocal College celebrates 2016 graduates 

 
Recognition of hard work and achievement was last Friday awarded to 279 graduates of the 
Department of Primary Industries (DPI) Tocal College, Paterson at the 2016 graduation ceremony. 
  
DPI education director and Tocal College principal, Darren Bayley, said it was inspiring to see so 
many students graduate this year. 
  
“Tocal students are highly sought after in agriculture and land management roles and the college 
continues to be a national primary industries training leader for those starting a career and industry 
players developing their skills and knowledge,” Mr Bayley said. 
  
“We have seen the evidence in the number of graduates and the high participation rates in 
industry-based training and short courses delivered across NSW, with more than 2100 people 
enrolled in 2015. 
  
“Our students are offered a comprehensive range of courses covering agriculture, land 
management and horse husbandry.  
  
“And while the majority of graduates are from NSW, interstate enrolment is growing. 
  
“The college is a valuable strategic asset for NSW, given its unique service provision and reach, 
with staff located at seven locations across the state. 
  
Mr Bayley said full-time students gained valuable working experience on the college’s own 
commercial farms and farms in the Hunter Valley, further afield in NSW and in Queensland. 
  
“The college continues to encourage input from industry to ensure our programs meet emerging 
needs of agriculture and land management sectors,” he said.  
  
“We provide online and flexible opportunities to meet the needs of busy adults and tailor training 
for rural and remote communities across NSW, wherever there is demand.” 
  
Tocal College full-time residential programs are at capacity this year with 119 students. 
  
Tocal’s special guest at the graduation ceremony was Grains Research and Development 
Corporation Northern Regional Panel chair, James Clarke. 
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