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Tocal predicts exciting future for 360 graduates  
 
The hard-work and achievement of 360 graduates will be rewarded today at the 2014 
Graduation Ceremony of the Department of Primary Industries’ Tocal College at Paterson. 
 
“The buoyant numbers of graduates augers well for the future of our rural industries and 
reflects the strong interest in Tocal courses,” Dr Cameron Archer, Tocal Principal said. 
 
“The students studied from a range of 19 courses across agriculture, land management, 
training and assessment and a number of other disciplines.   
 
“While by far the majority of graduates are from NSW there are an increasing number from 
interstate,” he said.  
 
“Tocal’s suite of programs are now unique in Australia and the recognition of its special 
role is increasing.” 
 
Dr Archer said full-time students of Tocal College gained valuable working experience on 
the College’s own commercial farms and also on farms around the Hunter Valley and 
further afield in NSW and Queensland. 
 
“I am proud to say from our past experience at Tocal that the students graduating today 
will go on to exciting and diverse careers on farms and rural businesses, in management, 
education, research, business or environmental areas. 
 
“These careers will be based across the country or even elsewhere in the world,” he said. 
 
“Through their efforts we are able to continue to create ongoing wealth from our county’s 
natural resources.” 
 
Dr Archer said rural industries face a shortage of skilled personnel to work at all levels of 
our rural businesses.   
 
“Tocal students are well grounded in the basics and the records of graduates show that 
they will work their way up through the business, often becoming leaders of large 
agribusiness organisations.   
 
“A number of graduates also proceed on to university studies and take up professional and 
service roles,” Dr Archer said. 
 
“The introduction of fully online learning for the College’s Diploma in Agriculture has been 
well received with strong enrolments for 2014.” 
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